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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1. (Currently Amended) A folded blank for the manufacture of a rigid packet-(3>, 
obtainable from a flat diecut blank <3)-presenting a first panel {§)-and a second panel 
0)-coinclding respectively with the front {?^and the back {9)-of the packet-^, pairs 
of lateral panels (10, 11, 3Q )-hingedly attached respectively to the first and second 
panels ^trSfand establishing the flanks (6e)-of the packet-(S), and end panels ftS? 
44festablishing the top end fac o ond'fQoo (13) and the bottom end face 44€)-of the 
packet-^, whfijngl noharaotoriaod in that the flat diecut biank bent double along 
at least one fold line ^to create a first part f^6)-and a second part fW^-flattened 
one against the other in such a manner that the folded blank 4*fpresents a 
collapsed configuration Initially; whereinin-that each of the lateral panels f K). 11. 30) 
associated with one of the two parts ( - 16, 17) of the blank presents a preferential fold 
line ^S)-delImitlng a first Inner lateral portion <36)-and a second outer lateral portion 

positioned such that the second outer portions (3?^-can be bent along the 
preferential fold line <3S)-and at least one portion i&^f one part ( 16, 17) offered to 
the corresponding lateral panel (11, 10) of the other part (16, 17) s o that when the 
folded blank (4^8 erected to form the packet-^, the corresponding lateral panel 
(11, 10) w ill overlap and cover the preferential fold line-(a§ ^: and wherein said 
preferential fold line coincides with ^ n axis of symmetry of the lateral panel . 

2. (Currently Amended) A folded blank as In claim 1 . wherein the second outer 
portion (37)-of a lateral panel (10^ 11) p resented by one part (4 7^ 16) of the blank 
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44>, offered to the panel (10, 11) t hat will ultimately overlap the preferential fold line 
is fastened permanently to the opposite part (16, 17 j-of the blanl<. 

3. (Currently Amended) A folded blanl< as in cJaim 2, wherein the second outer 
portion ^2?)-is fastened permanently to the corresponding lateral panel ^ 4 0, 11) 
presented by the opposite part (16, 17) of the blanlt. 

4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Currently Amended) A folded blank as in claim le laim-4, wherein the second 
outer portions (27)-of each lateral portion are substantially flattened against the 
respective first Inner portions ^@@)-when the blank is In the initially collapsed 
configuration, 

6. (Cun-ently Amended) A folded blank as in claim 5, referable to a predominating 
axis f4fdi8posed transversely to a predominating axis f4^f the flat diecut blank ^ 
and extending parallel to the fold line ^)-of the oo l foamo blank-(3>. 

7. (Currently Amended) A folded blank as in claim 6, wherein the preferential fold 
line ^3§)-of the lateral panel fl^r44,30)-coincldes with the fold line 4§)-of the flat 
blank-(3>. and the lateral panel <3^is hinged on opposite sides of the preferential 
fold line (aS)-to the first panel 4§)-and the second panel-^. 
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8. (Currently Amended) A folded blank as in claim 5, referable to a predominating 
axis f4><;oincIding with a predominating axis f4^f the flat diecut blank {3^nd 
extending transversely to the fold line iS^f the oolfoamo b lank-(8). 

9. (Currently Amended) A folded blank as in claim 8. wherein the fold line ^is 
applied to an end panel 444H>inged on opposite sides of the colfcamo f old line (S)-to 
the first panel <§)-and the second panel-(8). 

10. (Cunrently Amended) A folded blank as in claim 9, wherein the second outer 
portions ^2^-of the lateral panels ft4fassoclated with the second panel <8)*are 
positioned such that when the folded blank (4f^■s erected to form the packet-^, 
each lateral panel 44«)-associated with the first panel <6)^ll overlap the 
con^sponding preferential fold llne-(S6^. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A folded blank as in claim 9, wherein the second outer 
portions <@^f the lateral panels {4^«ssociated wKh the first panel (@)-are 
positioned such that when the folded blank (4>-is erected to form the packet-(3>, 
each lateral panel fl4fassociated with the second panel (8>-wlll overlap the 
corresponding preferential fold llne-<25>. 

12. (Currently Amended) A folded blank as in claim 11, comprising a plurality of first 
crease lines (20> 2 4 ) f unctioning as hinges between the lateral panels flOi 11,30) 
and the first and second panels-(6;d). 
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13. {Currently Amended) A folded blank as in claim 12, comprising a plurality of 
second crease lines (19, 23) 33) f unctioning as hinges between tiie end panels 
(ia,H) a nd tiie first and second panels-(6,e>. 

14. (Currently Amended) A carton formed from tiie m nthnri nf prnpnring n f nlriart 
blanl< of claim 1(i;> ao in nln?m ia, nhnminnrivriti in thnt it f^nmpr i t>»r th o et ° r«T of-. 
wherein: 

bonding t he lateral panels (10,11, 30) associated with the first panel <g)-or the 
second panel are folded ^ fi^on^ the preferential fold line-<@§); 

be nding t he first part 44€)-of the folded blank is folded m -flat over the second 
part 0^in such a way that the second outer portions (27)-of the lateral panels 
44)-associated with one part (17,16) a re positioned, relative to the con-esponding 
lateral panels (10,11) -of the other part-fl-6j47), so that when the folded blank f9-is 
erected to form the packet-^, each lateral panel (10,11) w ill overlap a 
con^sponding preferential fold line-(2§>; 

faotoning t he second outer portion is fastened ^ ?)-to the other part (16t17). 

15. (Currently Amended) A cartonjmetf)ed~as in claim 14, wherein the ovoriapping 
stop iholudoo tho otop of bending tho f irst and second parts (16, 17) of the flat diecut 
blank are folded ^ a^-aiona the fold line-<§). 

16. (Currently Amended) A folded blank as in claim 1 , referable to a predominating 
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axis (4)-dtsposecl transversely to a predominating axis ^A^f the flat diecut blank (3) 
and extending parallel to the fold line <S)-of the oolfoamo blank-(3>. 

17. (Currently Amended) A folded blank as in claim 1 , referable to a predominating 
axis 44)-coinciding with a predominating axis f4^f the flat diecut blank <^nd 
extending transversely to the fold line 4S)-of the selfsa me-blank-^. 

18. (Currently Amended ) A folded blank as in claim 1, comprising a plurality of first 
crease lines (20, ai) f unctioning as hinges between the lateral panels (lOj 11, ao) 
and the first and second panels-(@r8)- 

19. (Currently Amended) A folded blank as in claim 1, comprising a plurality of 
second crease lines (10, 32, 23) f unctioning as hinges between the end panels flSr 
44)^nd the first and second panels-(g;8>. 

20. (Currently Amended) A carton formed from the m ethod of propnring n fnirfoH 
blank of .(1) Qo in claim 1 , eh araotorizod in that ft compricoo comprislng t ho otnpn nf ; 

bonding t he lateral panels (10,11i 30) a ssociated with the first panel <6)^)r the 
second panel are folded m -alonn the preferential fold llne-(2S>; 

bendingt he first part ft§)-of the folded blank Is folded W -f lat over the second 
part (47)-in such a way that the second outer portions {a7)-of the lateral panels fl^ 
44)^ssociated with one part (17,16) a re positioned, relative to the corresponding 
lateral panels (10.11) of the other part (16,17) , so that when the folded blank ^s 
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erected to form the packet-(2), each lateral panel (10,11) w ill overlap a 
corresponding preferential fold line-(3S>; 

fa ci toning t he second outer portion Is fastened 4 Q;n-io the other par t (16,17) . 

21. (New) A folded blank for the manufacture of a rigid packet, obtainable from a flat 
drecut blank presenting a first panel and a second panel coinciding respectively with the 
front and the back of the packet, pairs of lateral panels hingedly attached respectively to 
the first and second panels and establishing the flanks of the packet, and end panels 
establishing the top end face and the bottom end face of the packet, wherein the flat 
diecut blank Is bent double along at least one fold line to create a first part and a 
second part flattened one against the other in such a manner that the folded blank 
presents a collapsed configuration initially; wherein each of the lateral panels 
associated wfth one of the two parts of the blank presents a preferential fold line 
delimiting a first Inner lateral portion and a second outer lateral portion, positioned such 
that the second outer portions can be bent along the preferential fold line and at least 
one portion of one part offered to the corresponding lateral panel of the other part so 
that when the folded blank is erected to f omi the packet, the corresponding lateral pane! 
will overlap and cover the preferential fold line; and wherein the preferential fold line of 
the lateral panel coincides with the fold line of the flat blank, and the lateral panel Is 
hinged on opposite sides of the preferential fold line to the first panel and the second 
panel, 

22. (New) A folded blank for the manufacture of a rigid packet, obtainable from a flat 
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diecut blank presenting a first panel and a second panel coinciding respectively with the 
front and the back of the packet, pairs of lateral panels hlngedly attached respectively to 
the first and second panels and establishing the flante of the packet, and end panels 
establishing the top end face and the bottom end face of the packet, wherein the flat 
diecut blank is bent double along at least one fold line to create a iirsX part and a 
second part flattened on© against the other in such a manner that the folded blank 
presents a collapsed configuration Initially; wherein each of the lateral panels 
associated with one of the two parts of the blank presents a preferential fold line 
delimiting a first Inner lateral portion and a second outer lateral portion, positioned such 
that the second outer portions can be bent along the preferential fold line and at least 
one portion of one part offered to the conresponding lateral panel of the other part so 
that when the folded blank Is erected to fomi the packet, the corresponding lateral panel 
will overlap and cover the preferential fold line; wherein the folded blank has a 
predominating axis coinciding with a predominating axis of the flat diecut blank and 
extending transversely to the fold line of the blank: and wherein the fold line is applied 
to an end panel hinged on opposite sides of the fofd line to the first panel and the 
second panel. 



8 



PAGE 10/14 ' RCVD AT 3/16/2009 3:21:52 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * S\/R:U8PTO-EFXRF-5/10 ' DNIS:2738300 * CSID:202 543 6406 * DURATION (min-ss):02-04 



